
 

Appendix (i) 
Member of the Public 

 

REPRESENTATION FROM THE NPSG TO THE PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING ON 28 APRIL 

 

Good evening. 

 

My name is Nick Stenning. I’m the chair of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group. 

 

This proposal is in direct conflict with our Neighbourhood Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan, including 

the Settlement Policy Boundaries, was made in 2016 and carries full weight as an integral part of the 

Development Plan. “ Planning law requires that applications for planning permission be determined 

in accordance with the development plan, unless material considerations indicate otherwise.”  

 

In this case, the main Material Consideration, used to justify the departure from the Development 

Plan, is the Settlement Policy Boundary Review paper that was published in December 2018. 

 

However, that Review cannot be deemed to be a Material Consideration. A Review is a review. It is 

not part of the Development Plan and carries no weight in determining a planning application. This 

point is confirmed in your Committee Report which states that:  

 

“ this only forms part of the evidence base in support of the Council's emerging Local Plan that 

holds no weight at this early stage”. 

 

That Settlement Policy Boundary Review paper must also be considered to be out of date. The 

evidence base for it was put together in 2017. Much has happened since then that would require 

this evidence to be reassessed. Indeed, the Planning Policy Team informed us that they would be 

updating these papers and that this will be part of the supporting papers to the Reg 19 consultation. 

 

This application should be refused until the updated evidence base has been made available 

 

 

My final point is that the use of the departure notice does not follow the due process as 

recommended in that 2018 Review paper. 

 

That Review Paper states that no changes should be made to the Settlement Boundary prior to 

examination by an independent inspector.  

 

In paragraph 1.8, it states: “Any changes that occur to settlement boundaries because of the 

settlement boundary review will be formalised through a statutory process involving public 

consultation and then examination by an independent inspector before being adopted by the 

Local Planning Authority in the emerging new Local Plan.” 

 

The Neighbourhood Plan team strongly recommend that the determination of this application be 

delayed until the new Local Plan has been made.  The application conflicts with the 

Neighbourhood Plan and the ‘material considerations’ do not justify a departure. This is a matter of 

principle. Agreeing to a departure from the Development Plan would both undermine the 

Neighbourhood Plan and set a very dangerous precedent. 

 

We recommend that this Committee refuse this application tonight.    

 

 

 

 

Nick Stenning 
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